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July 8, 2015

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman:

With it being clear now from two decisions that the Supreme Court will not defend the
Constitution or enforce the law as written —instead, effectively, rewriting the Affordable
Care Act from the bench — focus shifts back to Congress to repeal and replace the
fundamentally flawed PPACA.

The Texas Conservative Coalition (TCC) thanks you for your repeated efforts to repeal
the law and urges you to continue those efforts. Important votes such as H.R. 160 (The
“Protect Medical Innovation Act”), which would repeal the 2.3% medical device tax in
the PPACA, must continue to take place. Repealing the tax will help keep medical
devices affordable for patients, but it will also allow companies to retain important
resources which may be used for R&D and innovation. H.R. 160 passed the House by a
280-140 margin—one vote shy of the votes necessary to override a presidential veto.

For its part, the Texas Legislature refuses to be complicit in the implementation of the
PPACA. We remain committed to letting the law fail on its own terms by not expanding
Medicaid and by not establishing a state-based exchange. These are prudent moves, as
evidence against the PPACA’s efficacy and efficiency continues to mount:

e The Washington Post recently reported that “Nearly half of the 17 insurance
marketplaces set up by states and the District under President Obama’s health law
are struggling financially, presenting state officials with an unexpected and serious
challenge....” The article attributes some of the “surging costs” to “bulky technology”
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and “expensive call centers,” coupled with “tepid” enrollment numbers. These
problems are leading officials in some of these states to consider raising fees on
insurers, pressing lawmakers for infusions of cash to artificially buoy the system, or
ceding operations to the federal government.

e Several of the 29 states (and DC) that opted to expand Medicaid under Obamacare
are experiencing ballooning enrollment numbers. Seven of those states have seen
1.4 million more enrollees than originally expected with Kentucky, lllinois, and
Washington now doubling their original Medicaid enrollment projections. Kentucky
recently raised taxes to address a $400 million budget shortfall; Illinois recently
concluded a legislative session that left a $3 billion budget shortfall unaddressed;
while Washington State’s shortfall stands at $4 billion.

Even if the PPACA worked as advertised, it would still be a dubious project of
government. That the PPACA is a disaster of public policy only adds to the imperative
that it be repealed. TCC urges you to continue your efforts to repeal the law, including
final passage of H.R. 160.

Thank you,
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Senator Kelly Hancock

TCC % P.O. Box 2659, Austin TX 78768 % 512-474-1798 % txcc.org
2


http://www.txcc.org/

Senator Don Huffines

Senator Jane Nelson
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Senator Larry Taylor
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Representative Charles “Doc” Anderson
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Representative Rodney Anderson
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Representative Trent Ashby
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Representative Cecil Bell Jr.
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Representative Dennis Bonnen
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Representative Greg Bonnen
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Representative Angie Chen Button
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Representative Cindy Burkett
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Representative Giovanni Capriglione
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Representative Byron Cook
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Representative Myra Crownover
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Representative Tony Dale
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Representative Gary Elkins

Representative Wayne Faircloth

Representative Pat Fallon
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Representative Dan Flynn
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Representative Craig Goldman
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Representative Jason Isaac
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Representative Phil King
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Representative Linda Koop
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Representative Matt Krause

Representative Jodie Laubenberg
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Representative Jeff Leach

Representative Will Metcalf
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Representative Morgan Meyer
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Representative Rick Miller

Joi Mip

Representative Jim Murphy
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Representative Andrew Murr
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Representative Tan Parker
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Representative Dennis Paul
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Representative Debbie Riddle
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Representative Matt Rinaldi

Representative Mike Schofield
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Representative Matt Shaheen
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Representative Kenneth Sheets
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Representative Ron Simmons
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Representative Stuart Spitzer
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Representative Drew Springer
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Representative Ed Thompson
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Representative Scott Turner
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Representative James White
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Representative Paul Workman
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Representative John Wray
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